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Introduction 
 
Post-Modern Learning Experiences on Digital Realities, Artificial Aesthetics and Cyberhuman 
Technologies, Vol.4, is the fourth e-book in the DigiSapiens series. This series of science and 
technology publications, explores a wide variety of issues on neuroscience, cybernetics, 
artificial intelligence, social sciences and philosophy, human logic, hyper-reality, 
consciousness, and many more, which can be considered as a search for answers and 
questions on human and artificial existence at the convergence of the two to create a 
delusional post-modern reality. The stories are selected based on content value, diversity of 
information and knowledge, personal academic interest and aesthetics, with the aim to 
motivate, educate and promote understanding of the ever increasing convergence of 
humanity and artificial entities. 
 
The stories included in this issue appeared online in a variety of online resources between 
May and June 2017 and were hosted in the DigiSapiens content curation micro-blog. All 
stories in this e-book are linked to their original URL link, which simply means you need to be 
online to read the full stories. Click on the title, image, or source link to access the full story. If 
you get a Security Warning to connect to the online website click Allow and the story will 
open in your web browser. Enjoy. 
 
Dr Constantine Andoniou 
Editor 
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Why Wisdom Can’t Be 
Taught 
In the pursuit of 
wisdom, executives may 
find themselves taking 
off their masks to 
become truly authentic 
and reflective leaders. 
knowledge.insead.edu  
 

 
It's All Theology 
Consciousness: it’s all 
theology in the end. Or 
philosophy, if the 
distinction matters. 
Beyond a certain point it 
is, at any rate; when we 
start asking about the 
nature of consciousness, 
about what it really is. 
consciousentities.com   
 

 
A Theory of 
Consciousness can 
Help Build a Theory of 
Everything 
For an empirical science, 
physics can be remarkably 
dismissive of some of our 
most basic observations.  
nautil.us   
 
 

Inside the Brain of an 
Awkward Person 
The science behind that 
cringeworthy feeling. 
theatlantic.com  
 

 
Strangers 
The surreal stories of 
characters moving around 
in the same space in a 
complex choreography of 
interlaced… 
Facebook's 
AI  Accidentally Created its 
Own Language 
vimeo.com   
 

 
Creative AI   
Australian artist Chris 
Rodley is using artificial 
intelligence (AI) to mash 
up a book of dinosaur 
pictures with a book of 
flower paintings. 
digitaltrends.com  
 

 
Our Brains are Being 
Rewired to Exist 
Online  
3quarksdaily.com  

The Science of Micro-
aggressions: It's 
Complicated 
Subtle bigotry can be 
harmful, but research on 
the concept so far raises 
more questions than 
answers. 
blogs.scientificamerican. 
com   
 

Symmetry: Behind the 
Laws of Nature  
Symmetry underlines our 
whole understanding of 
the universe. And the 
deeper we look, the more 
symmetries we find, 
reflecting our world in new 
and beautiful ways.… 
vimeo.com   
 

 
Symptoms of 
Consciousness 
Where did consciousness 
come from? A recent piece 
in New Scientist 
(paywalled, I'm afraid) 
reviewed a number of 
ideas about the 
evolutionary origin and 
biological nature of 
consciousness.  
consciousentities.com  

 
Is Your Job Taken Over 
by Robots 
Automation, the scenario 
where human workers get 
replaced by robots, is 
steadily becoming a 
reality, thanks to the rapid 
improvement in both 
artificial intelligence and 
robotics technology.  
hongkiat.com  
 

How People Make 
Illogical Judgements 
Every Day 
Do you often confuse 
correlation with causation? 
If so, stop! Use these 
powerful techniques and 
become a supreme 
problem solver! 
lifehack.org   
 

 
The Dark Secret at the 
Heart of AI 
No one really knows how 
the most advanced 
algorithms do what they 
do. That could be a 
problem. 
technologyreview.com   
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Facebook AI’s 
Language 
Researchers from the 
Facebook Artificial 
Intelligence Research lab 
(FAIR) recently made an 
unexpected discovery 
while trying to improve 
chatbots. The bots — 
known as “dialog agents” 
— were creating their own 
language — well, kinda. 
Using machine learning 
algorithms, dialog agents 
were left to converse freely 
in an attempt to 
strengthen their 
conversational skills. 
thenextweb.com  
 

 
The Most Accurate 
Digital Model of a 
Human Face  
If you’ve used the 
smartphone application 
Snapchat, you may have 
turned a photo of yourself 
into a disco bear or 
melded your face with 
someone else’s. Now, a 
group of researchers has 
created the most 
advanced technique yet 
for building 3D facial 
models on the computer. 
3quarksdaily.com   
 
 
 
 

 
Human Stupidity 
The five universal laws of 
human stupidity. 
swiss-miss.com   
 

 
Google AIY: Artificial 
Intelligence Yourself 
When Amazon released 
the API to their voice 
service Alexa, they 
basically forced any 
serious players in 
this domain to bring their 
offerings out into the 
hacker/maker market as 
well.   
hackaday.com   
 

 
The Freaky Tricks your 
Memory can Play on 
you 
If there’s one thing this 
video from AsapSCIENCE 
taught me, it’s that I have 
a terrible memory. 
Thankfully (or then again, 
maybe not), it turns out a 
lot of other people do too.  
boingboing.net  
 
 
 

Robots and Humans, 
Working Together in 
Harmony? 
Rather than worry about 
robots overtaking us, it’s 
more interesting (and 
realistic) to consider how 
we might collaborate with 
our machines  
boingboing.net   
 

 
Human Evolution in 
1,000 Years 
Evolution never stops — 
the timeline for evolution 
is usually measured in 
hundreds of thousands or 
even millions of years.  
uncrate.com   
 

 
What if you Could 
Grow a Baby in a 
Bottle? 
An artificial womb to help 
premies makes you 
wonder where the 
technology could go next. 
wired.com   
 
 
 

 
Marvin the Martian 
and the Martian 
Manhunter on 
Whether Humanity 
Deserves to Exist 
DC’s series of crossover 
comics pairing up 
members of the Justice 
League with classic Warner 
Bros. characters have been 
tributes to the good old 
days when comics and 
cartoons were lighthearted 
and grit-free. But in this 
week’s Martian 
Manhunter/Marvin the 
Martian crossover, things 
get deliciously dark. 
io9.gizmodo.com   
 

 
Schlieren 
Photography   
Derek Muller of the 
YouTube channel 
Veritasium uses a nifty 
trick to make visible the 
invisible air currents, 
temperature gradients, 
and differences in air 
pressure around us. The 
process is called Schlieren 
photography and with the 
right equipment and some 
precision alignment, you 
can try it at home 
boingboing.net   
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Brain Control: Are you 
Really in Control? 
Brain Control by 
AngBayWe all have a little 
monster dwelling inside 
our heads, and even 
though some of us 
pretend it doesn't exist 
that little monster will not 
and cannot be ignored. 
That's why you have to let 
it take the reins every once 
in a while, because the 
more you try to ignore 
that little brain beast the 
more likely it is to take 
over during the most 
inopportune times- like 
when you're trying to talk 
to someone you like, or 
when you're meeting your 
kid's teacher for the first 
time.   
neatorama.com   
 

 
How will Automation 
in the Era of 
Intelligent Machines 
Change Society? 
How is automation in the 
age of smart machines 
going to be different than 
automation in the age of 
dumb machines?   
boingboing.net   
 

 
Copy the Brain? 
A whole set of interesting 
articles from IEEE 
Spectrum explore the 
question of whether AI can 
and should copy the 
human brain more.  
consciousentities.com   
 

 
Explore a World Made 
From 4D Mathematical 
Models 
4D Toys also works on iOS, 
Windows; was borne from 
upcoming puzzle game 
Miegakure. 
arstechnica.com   
 

 
I Tried to Turn an AI 
Bot into My BFF 
Because why should 
superficial friendships be 
limited to flesh and blood?  
vice.com   
 
 
 
 

Accelerationism: how 
a Fringe Philosophy 
Predicted the Future 
we Live in 
The long read: The world is 
changing at dizzying 
speed – but for some 
thinkers, not quickly 
enough. Is accelerationism 
a dangerous idea or does 
it speak to our troubled 
times? 
theguardian.com   
 

 
God in the Machine: 
my Strange Journey 
into Transhumanism 
After losing her faith, a 
former evangelical 
Christian felt adrift in the 
world. She then found 
solace in a radical 
technological philosophy – 
but its promises of 
immortality and spiritual 
transcendence soon 
seemed unsettlingly 
familiar. 
theguardian.com   
 

 
Computers are 
Starting to Reason 
Like Humans 
3quarksdaily.com  
 

 
The Multi-Dimensional 
Structures Inside the 
Brain's Hidden 
Architecture 
A mathematical model 
normally used to study 
networks helped reveal the 
architecture of the brain. 
newsweek.com   
 

 
Simplicity 
There’s a special greatness 
in simplicity. And 
greatness is sometimes 
best measured in what you 
don’t see.   
vimeo.com  
 

 
A Mathematician's 
Secret: We're Not All 
Geniuses 
For each certified genius, 
there are at least a 
hundred great people who 
helped achieve such 
outstanding results. 
bloomberg.com  
 

 
Flatliners 
youtube.com  
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We Aren’t Built to Live 
in the Moment 
We are misnamed. We call 
ourselves Homo 
sapiens, the “wise man,” 
but that’s more of a boast 
than a description. What 
makes us wise? What sets 
us apart from other 
animals? 
3quarksdaily.com   
 

 
Your Brain is a Time 
Machine 
“Time is a road without 
any bifurcations, 
intersections, exits, or 
turnarounds.” With that, 
neuroscientist Dean 
Buonomano sets up the 
meat of his new 
book, Your Brain is a Time 
Machine – and an 
intriguing difference 
between the way we 
animals navigate time as 
opposed to space. 
3quarksdaily.com   
 
 
 

 
The Rise of the 
Machines 
We know that jobs are 
being eliminated by 
automation. That's been 
happening for centuries, 
and especially since the 
Industrial Revolution. After 
some fear about job loss, 
we've always managed to 
build new ways to work 
and earn money. But this 
time is different, and 
Kurzgesagt is here to 
explain how. 
neatorama.com   
 

The Tech Companies 
that Want to Hack 
your Brains 
Picture a day where you 
flip through your 
memories like you would 
Facebook or Instagram, or 
you get a chip sewn into 
your brain to help you 
learn languages. 
techcrunch.com   
 

 
Digital Humanism  
In this century, most 
people use "humanist" to 
mean something like 
"atheist, but nice about 
it."  
kottke.org  

 
End-Times for 
Humanity 
Humanity is more 
technologically powerful 
than ever before, and yet 
we feel ourselves to be 
increasingly fragile. Why? 
aeon.co   
 

 
Living our Lives in 
Fast-Forward 
Without even thinking 
about it, you flinch. That 
might be because our 
brains are constantly living 
our lives in fast-forward.  
theverge.com   
 

 
Bold Biohacks that 
Blur the Line Between 
Human and Machine 
Biohacks have become 
popular in recent years, 
and these techy 
modifications are 
redefining what it means 
to be human in the 21st 
century. 
digitaltrends.com   
 
 
 

 
Paradoxes of 
Probability and Other 
Statistical Strangeness 
You don’t have to wait 
long to see a headline 
proclaiming that some 
food or behaviour is 
associated with either an 
increased or a decreased 
healt 
quillette.com  
 

 
Theory of Mind for a 
Humanoid Robot 
groups.csail.mit.edu   
 

 
Working Memory: 
How you Keep Things 
'in Mind' Over the 
Short-Term 
Both psychologists and 
neuroscientists are 
interested in how working 
memory holds on to items 
over brief intervals – and 
are investigating from 
different angles. 
theconversation.com   
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Custom Organisms 
Scientists dream of using 
custom organisms to fight 
illnesses or even build 
computers, but there's a 
problem: it's difficult to 
make the sweeping 
genetic changes that 
would give you exactly the 
lifeform you need. 
engadget.com   
 

 
Will Robots Take your 
Job? 
Are you going to lose your 
job to a robot? This 
interactive website will tell 
you the percentage 
probability of automation.   
boingboing.net   
 

 
The 'Mandela Effect' 
and the Cause of False 
Memories 
Large segments of the 
population believe events 
have occurred that actually 
haven't. Why is this 
happening? It's called the 
Mandela Effect.  
digitaltrends.com   
 
 

Understanding Deep 
Learning Requires Re-
Thinking 
Generalization 
Understanding deep 
learning requires re-
thinking generalization 
Zhang et al., ICLR'17 This 
paper has a wonderful 
combination of properties: 
the results are easy to 
understand, somewhat 
surprising, and then leave 
you pondering over what 
it all might mean for a 
long while afterwards!   
blog.acolyer.org   
 

 
How to Design and 
Build your Own Robot  
Two robots --- robot 
calligrapher and puppy --- 
produced using an 
interactive display tool and 
selecting off-the-shelf 
components and 3D-
printed parts.  
kurzweilai.net   
 

 
The Neuroscience of 
Consciousness 
3quarksdaily.com   
 

 
Why Humans Are 
Obsessed With Circles, 
According to Science 
From the sun, moon, and 
planets, to the eyes that 
give us sight, the circle is 
everywhere in the natural 
world. But it’s also 
stamped everywhere in 
the human-made world: 
From wheels and domes 
to logos and infographics.  
fastcodesign.com   
 

Characteristics of 
Critical Thinkers and 
How to Be One 
Studies show that critical 
thinking leads to increased 
creativity, enhanced work 
performance, and a 
lowering of negative life 
experiences. And these are 
just some of the benefits 
of critical thinking. 
Aristotle said it well: “It is 
the mark of an educated 
mind to be able to 
entertain a thought 
without accepting it.”  
lifehack.org   
 

 
Hacking The Nervous 
System 
3quarksdaily.com   

 
Is 'Allostasis' the Brain's 
Essential Function? 
A paper just published in 
Nature Human Behaviour 
makes some big claims 
about the brain. It’s called 
Evidence for a large-scale 
brain system supporting 
allostasis and 
interoception in humans, 
but how much is evidence 
and how much is 
speculation?  
blogs.discovermagazine. 
com   

 

 
Real Humans 
Technology has many 
societal impacts, but 
perhaps one of its most 
visibly evident is how the 
tools we use change how 
we communicate with 
each other-  
techcrunch.com  
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