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Introduction 
 
Digital Explorations of Diverse Micro-Learning Experiences, Vol.8, is the eighth e-book in the 
TechnoLiterati series. This series of technology and education publications, explores a wide 
variety of issues on education, technology, art, design, future technologies, digital life and 
many more, which can be considered as micro-learning experiences of a larger puzzle of 
teaching and learning with digital technologies. The stories are selected based on content 
value, diversity of information and knowledge, personal academic interest and aesthetics, 
with the aim to motivate, educate and promote understanding of the ever increasing 
intrusion and effect of technology to the human nature and life experience. 
 
The stories included in this issue appeared online in a variety of online resources between 
May and June 2017 and were hosted in the TechnoLiterati content curation micro-blog. All 
stories in this e-book are linked to their original URL link, which simply means you need to be 
online to read the full stories. Click on the title, image, or source link to access the full story. If 
you get a Security Warning to connect to the online website click Allow and the story will 
open in your web browser. Enjoy. 
 
Dr Constantine Andoniou 
Editor 

http://scoop.it/t/technoliterati-v-3-1
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The Muslim Tradition of 
Sci-Fi and Speculative 
Fiction  
Think invisible men, time 
travel, flying machines and 
journeys to other planets 
are the product of the 
European or ‘Western’ 
imagination?    
aeon.co   
 

 
An ‘Atlas for the End of 
the World’ 
Dozens of colorful new 
maps and graphics show 
where urbanization is most 
likely to conflict with 
biodiversity  
news.nationalgeographic.com   
 

 
Great Design Gets Into 
Our Heads 
“Sharp visuals are no 
longer enough.  
fastcodesign.com  
 

 
A New Calculation 
for  the Universe's Origin  
gizmodo.com   
 
 
 
 

 
The Online Revolution in 
Business Education  
Below is an excerpt from a 
piece that was recently 
published on Forbes by 
Peter Todd, Dean of HEC 
Paris  
blog.coursera.org   
 

 
Inside the Anime 
Business  
So you dream of moving 
to Japan and making 
anime. But what’s it really 
like?  
kotaku.com   
 

 
Steganography 
Explained 
It's basically hiding bad 
things in good things. 
wired.com   
  
 

 
The Clueless Parent's 
Guide to Understanding 
Snapchat 
Confused about Snapchat? 
You're not the only parent. 
Snapchat is perhaps the 
most misunderstood of all 
social media apps.  
thenextweb.com   
  
 

 
The Tetrahedral Kites 
Experiments 
The wonderful imagery 
documenting Alexander 
Graham Bell's experiments 
with tetrahedral kites. 
publicdomainreview.org  
 

 
Psychology and the 
Sound of Video Games 
Video games are all about 
immersing the player in 
the developer's world — 
whether that's an alien 
planet or a historically 
based first-person shooter. 
uncrate.com   
 

 
52 Ways to Make Money 
on Instagram  
medium.com  

 

 
The Secret History of the 
iPhone  
boingboing.net   
 
 

  
365 Days Without 
Internet! 
Every day for the past year, 
the government of Bahrain 
has shut off the internet in 
Duraz between 7PM and 
1AM, making this the 
longest internet shutdown 
in the history of the 
region, and one of the…  
boingboing.net   
 

 
The Unusual Language 
That Linguists Thought 
Couldn’t Exist   
In most languages, sounds 
can be re-arranged into 
any number of 
combinations. Not so in 
Al-Sayyid Bedouin Sign 
Language.   
nautil.us   
 
 

 
The Worlds Most Secure 
Password 
The worlds most secure 
password for websites, 
games and private data. 
Researched and developed 
by leading encryption 
specialists in Europe.  
mostsecure.pw  
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The Chromatic 
Typewriter 
swiss-miss.com  
 

 
What Would a Bitcoin 
Look Like?  
One artist uses code to 
envision what the 
cryptocurrency would look 
like in bill form. 
fastcodesign.com   
 

 
Taking Minimalism to an 
Extreme 
The title of Scorch 
Motion’s short, Life 
Without Stuff, suggests a 
solid anti-consumerist 
philosophy—something 
everyone, not just 
hoarders, could probably 
stand to embrace. Unless, 
of course, that “stuff” 
happens to be very much 
in use and necessary when 
it suddenly disappears.  
io9.gizmodo.com   
 

 
Black Holes, Cosmic 
Collisions and the 
Rippling of Spacetime  
blogs.scientificamerican.com   

 
A Simulation of the 
Known Universe 
Researchers at the 
University of Zurich in 
Switzerland have used a 
supercomputer to create a 
simulation of the entire 
known universe.  
digitaltrends.com   
 

 
'The Room': the Worst 
Movie Ever Made? 
Why do so many people 
repeatedly watch 2003’s 
The Room, even though 
they think it’s the worst 
movie ever made? Because 
“it’s like a movie made by 
an alien who has never 
seen who has never seen a 
movie.  
boingboing.net   
 

 
The Rising Tide of 
Crimeware-as-a-Service 
Malware, botnets, phishing 
and backdoors are all 
offered on the cheap as 
subscription. These days 
even crime is in the cloud.  
darkreading.com   
 
 

 
What If the Earth 
Suddenly Turned Flat? 
The Earth is a round orb, 
almost four thousand 
miles in radius, orbiting a 
star alongside some other 
orbs of varying sizes. 
We’ve taken pictures of it. 
But some folks don’t 
believe any evidence 
presented to them by a 
government agency. Many 
have come to the 
conclusion that the Earth is 
actually flat.  
gizmodo.com   
 

 
How to Cut Back on 
Playing Video Games 
As you get older and 
assume more 
responsibility in your life, 
your gaming time might 
need to adjust. It doesn’t 
have to be game over, but 
if gaming is getting in the 
way of real life, it’s time to 
push pause. Here’s what 
worked well for me.  
lifehacker.com  
 

 
4 Internet Crimes Trends 
to Know 
The crime may be virtual, 
but the losses are not.  
nextgov.com   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wearable Mosquitos!  
My favorite tech 
innovations are the ones 
that are simultaneously 
good for humans and kind 
of vampiric at the same 
time. This new prototype 
wearable, aimed at 
diabetics and called an “e-
mosquito,” scratches both 
itches simultaneously. The 
bloodthirsty wearable, 
which looks like a watch, is 
designed to test blood 
glucose levels 
continuously.   
thenextweb.com   
 

 
56 New Emoji Are Here 
Unicode 10.0 is here and it 
comes with 56 new emoji 
characters and the Bitcoin 
symbol.  
mashable.com   
 

 
Can the Internet Be 
Archived? 
The Web wasn’t built to 
preserve its past; the 
Wayback Machine aims to 
remedy that. Jill Lepore on 
the ethereal nature of the 
Web. 
newyorker.com   
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The 10 Worst Emoji of 
All Time 
The clown emoji haunts 
our dreams. 
mashable.com   
 

 
How to Find a 
Trustworthy VPN 
Service   
Determining whether a 
VPN service is trustworthy 
can be complicated. 
Fortunately, there are a 
few easy steps you can 
follow to know if a VPN 
service can be trusted. 
protonmail.com   
. 

 
'Weird Box' is a cool 
interactive film starring 
your Instagram photos 
'Weird Box' is a cool 
interactive film starring 
your Instagram photos  
boingboing.net   
 
 

 
Offline 
vimeo.com  
 
 
 

 
The Internet of Insecure 
Things 
In 2016, attacks against 
vulnerable IoT devices 
featured prominently in 
the daily news headlines. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
IoT devices were used to 
build botnets and wage 
some of the largest DDoS 
attacks against 
organizations ever seen. 
Well, until a few weeks 
ago. In other news, 
connected consumer 
devices ranging from 
teddy bears to webcams …  
thenextweb.com   
 

 
The Shocking Doomsday 
Maps of the World and 
the Billionaire Escape 
Plans 
In the wake of dramatic 
environmental changes 
and the NASA reports of a 
new Asteroid interception 
mission, shocking future 
maps of the world created 
by doomsday theorists are 
looking more realistic 
every day.  
forbes.com   
 

 
The Dangerous 
Irrelevance of String 
Theory  
math.columbia.edu   

 
Why is the Internet so 
Slow?  
Ilker Nadi Bozkurt and his 
colleagues found that the 
Internet is much slower 
than it could be. They 
wonder where this 
slowdown comes from and 
what can be done about it. 
labs.ripe.net   
 

 
Selfies  
Computer vision sorted 
millions of selfies into the 
most popular categories. 
The results reveal what we 
share about our identities 
in these photos.  
futurity.org  
 

 
Spoofing a Government 
Website is Easier Than 
You Think 
A new breed of attacker is 
impersonating 
government websites and 
official apps in order to 
steal credentials from real 
feds.  
nextgov.com   
 
 
 

 
The 13 Most Annoying 
Facebook Notifications, 
Ranked 
Facebook needs to cool it 
with the notifications spam 
already.  
mashable.com   
 

 
Who Invented e-mail?  
'I defined e-mail! And you 
guys have got to give me 
that credit.'  
arstechnica.co.uk   
 

 
How to Browse the Web 
and Leave No Trace 
On today’s web it’s hard to 
set a (digital) foot online 
without it attracting 
dozens of trackers and log 
entries, as companies look 
to learn everything about 
you and sell that data on 
to advertisers. To hide 
you’ve got a few tools at 
your disposal, many of 
which we’ve talked about 
in the past, and all of 
which add up to a largely 
anonymous browsing 
experience. What we can’t 
do is promise 100 percent 
that you won’t be 
tracked—we’re not privy 
to the inner workings of 
the FBI or your employer’s 
IT system—but this is as 
much as you can do.  
fieldguide.gizmodo.com   
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https://thenextweb.com/worldofbanking/2017/06/16/internet-insecure-things/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jimdobson/2017/06/10/the-shocking-doomsday-maps-of-the-world-and-the-billionaire-escape-plans/
https://www.math.columbia.edu/%7Ewoit/wordpress/?p=9375
https://labs.ripe.net/Members/mirjam/why-is-the-internet-so-slow
http://www.futurity.org/popular-selfies-online-identity-1467112/
http://www.nextgov.com/technology-news/tech-insider/2017/06/spoofing-government-website-easier-you-think/138668/
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A Cyberattack ‘the World 
Isn’t Ready For’ 
In May, a so-called 
ransomware attack hit 
computers in over 150 
countries. But two weeks 
earlier, one security expert 
found something a lot 
worse.  
nytimes.com  
 

 
The Rising Gore Girls of 
Instagram 
Like most makeup 
bloggers with hundreds of 
thousands of followers, 
Kiana Jones gets stressed 
out over the never-ending 
task of increasing her 
views and likes. With more 
than 152,000 followers on 
Instagram and over 
427,000 subscribers on 
Youtube, the 28-year-old 
vlogger from Perth, 
Australia, thinks that the 
views on her posts are 
declining because her 
techniques have become 
too professional, and 
therefore too difficult to 
replicate, for the fans who 
follow her. Also, the 
hacked limbs and bruised 
bodies can be a bit much 
for some.  
themuse.jezebel.com   
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Best Digests About 
VR, AI and AR 
AI, VR and AR are trending 
topics these days and 
there’s plenty happening 
in the tech world when it 
comes to either one. Daily 
updates can get 
overwhelming if you’ve set 
yourself on a regular hunt 
on different websites in 
hope of gathering all the 
necessary information in 
one go. Instead, there’s a 
better solution …  
thenextweb.com   
 

 
How Digital Platforms 
Increase Inequality 
Digital platforms should 
combat their natural 
tendency to arbitrarily 
favour certain users.  
knowledge.insead.edu   
 

 
The Future of 
Ransomware 
This infographic from 
Exigent Networks explains 
more about ransomware 
and predicts what the 
situation could be like by 
2020.  
tripwire.com   
 

 
Unsubscribing from 
Spam Only Makes it 
Worse 
The last time I checked my 
spam folder, I noticed a 
few messages included an 
unsubscribe link. Well 
that’s nice, I thought. 
Maybe spammers realize 
that some people will 
never respond, so they 
want to trim their lists for 
efficiency. I clicked 
“unsubscribe.” That was a 
mistake.  
lifehacker.com   
 

 
Twelve Tomorrows: 
Science Fiction Won't 
Make the Future Better 
Bruce Sterling is one of the 
foremost advocates of 
design fiction and the use 
of science fiction as a tool 
for understanding and 
influencing the world, but 
despite yesterday’s long, 
positive …  
boingboing.net   
 

 
Hello Dear, Nigerian 
Email Scammers Are 
Becoming Coders 
A social enterprise is 
turning the hackers behind 
one of the internet’s 
longest-running scams 
into tech entrepreneurs.  
fastcompany.com   

 
The Secret History of the 
Cat Who Authored a 
Physics Paper 
Of course cats are into 
physics experiments. In 
1975, Jack Hetherington 
wrote a physics paper 
called Two-, Three-, and 
Four-Atom Exchange 
Effects in bcc 3He. His co-
author has since become 
famous in science circles, 
because he was a cat. And 
that came about because 
giving him credit was 
easier than re-typing.  
neatorama.com   
  

 
"Rakka" 
Rakka is the first sci-fi 
short film by Oats Studios, 
directed by Neill 
Blomkamp (District 
9and Chappie), featuring 
the aftermath of an alien 
invasion that has enslaved 
millions of humans.  
laughingsquid.com   
 

 
The 20 Most Useless 
Websites on the Internet 
Useless websites also have 
their uses. They can help 
you productively 
procrastinate or simply 
pass some idle time. Here 
are the top websites you 
can waste time on.  
makeuseof.com   
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'Theoriz' : the Mixed 
Reality Studio 
A man takes a step off a 
cliff–only for the cliff to 
rebuild itself under his 
foot. He runs up the stairs–
only to jog in place. He 
walks through a door that, 
at second glance, isn’t 
even there. Then he 
pushes on a wall, which 
falls away and reveals a 
whole city behind it.  
fastcodesign.com   
 
 

 
How your Mouse 
Movement Could be 
Used to Stop Identity 
Theft 
You know how instead of 
typing a squiggly word, 
Google now has you to 
just check a box to prove 
you're not a robot? I did 
not know how that was 
supposed to work until 
tonight. It's all about how 
you move your mouse! 
Apparently bots don't 
move a cursor the same 
way humans do. But 
mouse-movement analysis 
has gone further than that 
-it may be used to 
determine identity theft.  
neatorama.com   
 
 
 

 
Before the Internet 
Before the Internet, you 
would just sit in an 
armchair with a book open 
on your lap, staring into 
space or staring at a 
decorative broom on the 
wall—kind of shifting back 
and forth between those 
two modes of 
being.Before the Internet, 
you might take it upon 
yourself to do a drawing.   
newyorker.com   
 

 
Quantum Computing is 
Out to Solve the 
Unsolvable 
Teams at startups, 
universities, government 
labs, and companies like 
IBM are racing to build 
computers that could 
potentially solve some 
problems that are now 
intractable.  
bloomberg.com   
 

 
'Yahoobleed' 
Yahoo promptly retired 
ImageMagic library after 
failing to install 2-year-old 
patch.  
arstechnica.com   
 
 
 

 
Change Your Screen to 
Grayscale to Combat 
Phone Addiction 
Former Design Ethicist at 
Google and founder of the 
non-profit Time Well 
Spent Tristan Harris has 
been making the rounds 
lately, talking about how 
technology is engineered 
to be addictive and hijack 
our attention. He’s pretty 
persuasive, comparing the 
lure of your phone to that 
of a slot machine. 
lifehacker.com   

 
The Westernization of 
Emoji 
The takeout box and the 
fortune cookie are 
perceived as emblems of 
Chinese culture, when 
they’re actually central to 
the American experience 
of it.  
theatlantic.com   
 

 
A Complicated Existence 
Asaf Hanuka is a 
celebrated Israeli 
cartoonist whose 
astonishing, surreal 
illustrations serve as 
counterpoint to sweet 
(sometimes too-sweet) 
depictions of his family 
life, his complicated 
existence…  
boingboing.net   

 
The App That Does 
Nothing 
A fake social network 
might be the only thing 
your smartphone needs. 
theatlantic.com   

 
The Age of Spectacle 
Cities of spectacle are 
becoming this young 
century’s norm. The bling 
school of architecture is a 
global nostrum. Take 
Pekka Korpinen, until 
recently deputy mayor of 
Helsinki. He would like to 
see an example of jaw-
dropping architecture in 
that city.  
3quarksdaily.com   
 

 
Monument Valley 2: the 
Sequel to the Wonderful 
Mobile Puzzle Game Set 
in an Incredible World 
During yesterday's WWDC 
2017 Keynote, Apple made 
a surprise announcement 
for Monument Valley 2, 
the long-awaited sequel to 
the wonderful mobile 
puzzle game.  
laughingsquid.com  
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Relationships, 
Vulnerability And Dating 
In The Digital Age 
We idealise romantic 
love in a way that can be 
damaging, it creates this 
fantasy that can’t really be 
lived up to.   
thoughtcatalog.com   
 

 
The Hidden History of 
Emoji 
How your favorite lil icons 
were born.  
mashable.com   
 

 
12 Possible Reasons We 
Haven't Found Aliens 
In 1950, a learned 
lunchtime conversation set 
the stage for decades of 
astronomical exploration.   
realclearscience.com   
 

 
The Art of Science 
A printmaker takes on the 
greatest scientific 
questions of the 21st 
century. 
blogs.scientificamerican.com   
 

 
Facial Recognition Tech 
and Privacy 
Electronic billboards in 
shopping areas using 
facial recognition 
techniques don't just 
provide ads -- they record 
the consumer and their 
responses.  
readwrite.com   
 

 
Chrome Flaw Allows 
Sites to Secretly Record 
Audio/Video Without 
Indication 
Researcher discovered that 
websites on chrome can 
secretly record audio and 
video without red 
indication 
thehackernews.com   
 

 
Social-Media Creation 
Myths 
Sara Lautman jokes about 
the mythical origins of 
many of the most popular 
social-media tools, such as 
Twitter, Tumblr, Facebook, 
and Snapchat.  
newyorker.com   
 

 
The World’s Most 
Mysterious Book  
youtube.com   
 

 
Minutiae: the Curious 
App That Captures your 
Unfiltered Life 
Think of it like the anti-
Instagram.  
wired.com   
 

 
Will Quantum Mechanics 
Swallow Relativity?  
It is the biggest of 
problems, it is the smallest 
of problems. At present 
physicists have two 
separate rulebooks 
explaining how nature…  
nautil.us   
 

 
The Future of the 
World's Most Boring 
Software, the Word 
Processor 
The word processor 
doesn't just deserve 
scolding. Here's an honest 
look at some budding 
word-processor innovation 
efforts. They're worth 
writing home about.  
motherboard.vice.com   
 

 
Finland's Successful 
Education Model 
Finland is an education 
success story, so is it right 
to move away from old-
style lessons?  
bbc.com   
 

 
Why Does Time Seem to 
Pass at Different Speeds? 
3quarksdaily.com  
 

 
Why Don't People Use 
Secure Internet Tools? 
A group of scholars and 
practicioners from the US, 
Germany and the UK 
conducted a qualitative 
study on the “obstacles to 
adoption of secure 
communications tools”   
boingboing.net   
 

Fortune Tellers: Ayn 
Rand, Kurt Vonnegut, 
and Aldous Huxley 
The first law of futurism is 
that there are no facts 
about the future, only 
fictions. (Blank on Blank) 
boingboing.net   
 

 
Experiments in 
Generative Graphics 
Frederik Vanhoutte 
describes himself as a 
creative coder who works 
in the field of generative 
art. His site W:BLUT has 
lots of cool little 
experiments.   
boingboing.net   
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http://thoughtcatalog.com/ioana-casapu/2017/06/modern-love-editor-daniel-jones-talks-almost-relationships-vulnerability-and-dating-in-the-digital-age/
http://mashable.com/2017/06/16/reels-hidden-history-of-emoji/
http://www.realclearscience.com/blog/2017/06/05/12_possible_reasons_we_havent_found_aliens.html
https://www.wired.com/2017/05/minutiae-curious-app-captures-unfiltered-life/
http://www.3quarksdaily.com/3quarksdaily/2017/05/why-does-time-seem-to-pass-at-different-speeds.html
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The 'Walled City' 
Aerial photographer Andy 
Yeung just released Walled 
City, a look at how Hong 
Kong’s infamous dense 
and vertical city within a 
city resonates in buildings 
that still stand today.  
boingboing.net   
 

 
How Rejected Men Use 
Dating Apps to Torment 
Women 
Lack of security on Tinder 
and Bumble put women 
disproportionately at risk.  
vice.com   
 

 
Do You Use Wrong 
Emojis? Take the Emoji 
Quiz 
Emojis are now a part of 
everyday conversation for 
you. But are you using 
them correctly? Test 
yourself with the quizzes 
and tools.  
makeuseof.com   
 

 
The 'Secret Sauce' 
Behind the World’s most 
Popular Online Course   
blog.coursera.org  
 

 
Where Design Education 
Needs To Go Next 
Students should learn 
through social innovation–
but they also have to 
understand’s design’s 
limitations, says 
ArtCenter’s Mariana 
Amatullo.  
fastcodesign.com   
 

 
Fractal Education 
Fractals are varied, but the 
self-similar examples such 
as the Mandelbrot Set 
replicate their patterns at 
every iteration, perfectly 
repeating themselves 
almost to infinity. 
Essentially fractals 
represent recursive 
mathematical equations, 
but don't ask me to 
explain exactly how they 
work - I'm not a 
mathematician. The 
important point here is 
that they continually 
repeat themselves, with no 
deviation from the 
original. And some 
education is similar in 
nature.  
steve-wheeler.co.uk   
 

 
Fractal Stormlapse 
vimeo.com   
 
 

 
Soviet futurism 
Rare Soviet-era sci-fi 
collectibles from the 
seminal Tekhikia – 
Molodezhimagazine  
boingboing.net   
 

 
The Rise of Auto-
Complete Culture and 
Why we Should Resist 
Google wants to optimize 
self-expression and make 
us all sound the same.  
fastcodesign.com   
 

 
Glass Could be a 
Mysterious New State of 
Matter 
New calculations solve a 
mystery about the nature 
of glass and "disordered" 
materials at low 
temperatures. They could 
be a new state of matter.  
futurity.org   
 
 
 

 
The Complex Geometry 
of Islamic Design 
3quarksdaily.com   
 

 
Malware in Fake Subtitle 
Files 
An impressive new exploit 
gives hackers the ability to 
control your desktop 
through malware spread 
by fake movie subtitles.  
techcrunch.com   
 

 
Are we Living in a Giant 
Cosmic Void? 
A team of researchers says 
the Milky Way resides in 
one of the observable 
universe’s darkest regions, 
but some experts aren't so 
sure.  
theatlantic.com   
 

 
The Secret Tracking Dots 
of Printers 
They’re almost invisible 
but contain a hidden code 
– and now their presence 
on a leaked document has 
sparked speculation about 
their usefulness to FBI 
investigators  
bbc.com   
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How to Test Your 
Creative Intelligence 
Do you have a creative 
mind? Try a creativity test 
now to find how creative 
you are and boost your 
creative abilities!  
lifehack.org   
 

 
'Vacation Guide to the 
Solar System': Where 
Would YOU Go? 
In their new book, 
"Vacation Guide to the 
Solar System" (Penguin 
Books, 2017), a science 
writer and astronomer 
team up to take readers 
through the finer points of 
travel in a spacefaring 
future.  
space.com   
 

 
From Paper to Pixels: 
How Design Shapes the 
Future 
thenextweb.com   
 
 

 
The Modern History of 
Computing  
Historically, computers 
were human clerks who 
calculated in accordance 
with effective methods. 
These human computers 
did the sorts of calculation 
nowadays carried out by 
electronic computers, and 
many thousands of them 
were employed in 
commerce, government, 
and research 
establishments. The 
term computing machine, 
used increasingly from the 
1920s, refers to any 
machine that does the 
work of a human 
computer, i.e., any 
machine that calculates in 
accordance with effective 
methods. During the late 
1940s and early 1950s, 
with the advent of 
electronic computing 
machines, the phrase 
‘computing machine’ 
gradually gave way simply 
to ‘computer’, initially 
usually with the prefix 
‘electronic’ or ‘digital’. This 
entry surveys the history of 
these machines. 
plato.stanford.edu  
 

 
Fake IDs in the Age of 
the Internet 
In the age of the internet, 
the classic teen rite of 
passage has never been 
easier 
melmagazine.com   
 

 
The World's Worst Video 
Game 
In the late summer of 
1982, one man worked 
around the clock to 
program the video game 
version of Steven 
Spielberg's E.T. in just five 
weeks. The result wasn't 
pretty.  
npr.org   
 

 
The Coded Gaze: Biased 
and Understudied Facial 
Recognition Technology 
Rod McCullom 
at Undark has a terrific 
overview of the perpetual 
"virtual lineup," where half 
of all American adults "are 
enrolled in unregulated 
facial recognition networks 
used by state and local law 
enforcement agencies."  
boingboing.net   
 

 
This is Why you Should 
Stop Using Google 
Search 
Google has unrivaled 
access to your browsing 
habits. Giving everything 
to Google isn't such a 
good idea. Here are some 
excellent Google 
alternatives that still get 
the job done.  
makeuseof.com   
 

 
560 Million Reasons to 
Change your Passwords 
Right Now 
Seriously, do it. 
mashable.com   
 

 
All the Ways Facebook 
Tracks You 
We’re all aware of the deal 
we make when we sign up 
with Facebook: we get 
somewhere to post 
vacation photos and stalk 
friends, and Mark 
Zuckerberg gets to sell 
your passion for fishing 
trips to fishing equipment 
retailers. What you might 
not realize is how deep or 
extensive the tracking 
goes—so let’s shed some 
light on it.  
fieldguide.gizmodo.com   
 

 
Science Fiction Interfaces  
sciencefictioninterfaces. 
tumblr.com  
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https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/computing-history/
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TechnoLiterati Vol.8  |  Digital Explorations of Diverse Micro-Learning Experiences 
 

9 
 

 
Fake Worlds: the Future 
of Visual Effects 
Virtual reality, animation 
and visual effects are 
finding their way to all 
aspects of how we absorb 
culture, from TV shows 
and ads, to shopping and 
more.   
itsnicethat.com   
 

 
Physicists Can’t Agree on 
What Science Even 
Means Anymore 
A nerd fight has broken 
out over whether cosmic 
inflation—one of the most 
widely accepted theories 
in physics—breaks the 
rules of testability.  
wired.com   
 

 
Captain America is no 
Longer a Supervillain, 
he's a Monster 
The road Marvel Comics 
has taken to Secret Empire 
has seen Steve Rogers turn 
from sleeper agent to full-
on supervillain. But Secret 
Empire #1, out today, goes 
well beyond that: it makes 
Captain America complicit 
in horrors so extreme it’s 
hard to see how the 
character can ever return 
to being the hero he once 
was.  
io9.gizmodo.com   

 
Stop Wi-Fi Thieves: How 
to Secure Your Wi-Fi 
From Neighbors Stealing 
It 
If your Wi-Fi SSID is being 
broadcast to the 
surrounding houses, there 
is a chance your internet is 
being stolen. Find out how 
to stop this from 
happening and keep 
control of your bandwidth.  
makeuseof.com   
 

 
Social Media is Ruining 
the Future 
Of all the tools available to 
archive the past, social 
media could prove the 
most detrimental. Take 
Instagram. Imagine 
explaining to your children 
why an image taken in 
2017 has the same 
desaturated colors as one 
taken in 1975.   
thenextweb.com   
 
 
 

 
How a Teen's Life 
Changed After Deleting 
all Social Media 
Corey Alexander estimates 
he spent about three 
hours a day on social 
media, almost 5,000 hours 
since he got a phone at 
age 13. He lists the seven 
changes he’s noticed since 
going cold turkey …  
boingboing.net   
 

 
The Rise of Visual 
Communication at Work 
The way we communicate 
is constantly evolving with 
the the biggest shift 
currently being the move 
towards visual 
communication. What 
used to take a sentence to 
say can now be 
communicated using a 
single gif or emoji.   
thenextweb.com   
 

Everything you Need to 
Know About the Google 
Docs Phishing Scam 
Concerned about the 
phishing attempt that 
spoofed Google Docs and 
abused Google's OAuth 
system? How did the 
attackers compromise 
Google accounts? Find out 
what we know and how 
you can protect yourself. 
makeuseof.com 
 

 
Rise of the Machines: 
Who is the ‘Internet of 
Things’ Good for? 
The long read: 
Interconnected technology 
is now an inescapable 
reality – ordering our 
shopping, monitoring our 
cities and sucking up vast 
amounts of data along the 
way. The promise is that it 
will benefit us all – but 
how can it?  
theguardian.com   
 

 
Why Can't Scientists Talk 
Like Regular Humans? 
The minute I started 
thinking of the general 
public as "other," I 
compromised my ability to 
be an effective 
communicator  
blogs.scientificamerican.com   
 

 
The Weird Poetry of 
Google Translate  
@Smutclyde Google 
Translated sequences of 
unicode characters and 
short pairings, at varying 
lengths, to see what the 
neural networks would 
interpret each as. The 
results are remarkable.   
boingboing.net   
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Is Online Authenticity 
Dead? 
As a generation, 
millennials value 
authenticity -- but how 
does that square with how 
we use social media? Is 
social media authenticity 
an antiquated idea?  
makeuseof.com   
 

 
Fraud in the Age of 
Artificial Intelligence 
We might be heading 
toward an era where 
guarding your every bit of 
data will become critical. 
thenextweb.com   
 

 
Blacknoise: Irritating 
Ambient Sounds 
Generator 
Blacknoise is the opposite 
of a white noise generator: 
you leave it running and it 
produces annoying, 
aggravating sounds that 
go right through you.  
boingboing.net   
 

 
Not Quite Dating but not 
Hooking up Either? 
You're in a Situationship 
mashable.com  

 
Latitude: the $2 Million 
Secret Society Startup 
The rise and fall of 
Latitude, an exclusive, for-
profit underground society 
started by a wealthy 
backer, is a fable for 
modern Silicon Valley. 
motherboard.vice.com   
 

 
Deconstructed 
Architecture  
Photographer Daniel 
Garay Arango offers us an 
uncommon series of 
architectural pictures, 
entitled GRVTY.   
fubiz.net   
 

The Pod Skyscraper: 
Attachment Apartments! 
What if your furniture 
wasn't modular, but rather 
your apartment was? 
Inspired by the Nagakin 
Capsule Tower from the 
1970s.  
yankodesign.com  
 

 
The Complete Guide to 
Dumping Google 
Had enough of Google 
meddling in your affairs? 
Rather impressed by what 
Microsoft is doing with 
Outlook on the web? A 
little bit spooked by how 
much data Mountain View 
has on you? Whatever 
your reasons for splitting 
up with Google, here’s 
how to make sure it’s a 
clean and uncomplicated 
break. 
fieldguide.gizmodo.com  
 

 
Snapchat and Instagram 
are the Worst for Young 
People 
A new study lends 
credence to what you’ve 
probably always 
suspected: social media is 
having a pretty negative 
effect on teenagers — 
Instagram and Snapchat 
being the worst culprits. 
The study, published today 
and called “Status of 
Mind,” was conducted by 
researchers for the Royal 
Society for Public Health in 
the UK.  
thenextweb.com   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Perspectrum 
Perspectrum, made in 
1975 by the India-born, 
Canada-based animator 
Ishu Patel, is like a gently 
psychedelic geometry 
lesson. Colourful squares 
and rectangles twist, turn 
and spin to give the 
illusion of existing in a 
three-dimensional space, 
with the visuals 
accompanied by the 
staccato plucking of a koto 
– a traditional 13-stringed 
Japanese instrument. The 
result is something 
resembling vivid, stop-
motion origami.  
aeon.co   
 

 
To Hell With Helvetica: Is 
an 1874 Type Catalog 
the World’s Most 
Beautiful Book? 
William Hamilton Page 
was not the first American 
to earn a living cutting 
slabs of end-grain sugar 
maple into precisely 
ornate blocks of wood 
type, but he was definitely 
the first American to push 
this once-ubiquitous 
printing format into the 
realm of fine art.  
collectorsweekly.com   
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In This Noisy World, Kids 
Really Need Critical 
Thinking 
More than 1 in 6 students 
in the United States are 
unable to solve complex 
thinking problems, 
according to the 2012 
PISA (Programme for 
International Student 
Assessment) test done on 
15 year old children in 44 
different countries1. 
Though American students 
did well overall, they 
consistently lagged behind 
their Asian counterparts. 
Unfortunately, kids who 
lack critical thinking 
problem solving skills face 
a higher risk of behavior 
and economical problems 
as adults.  
lifehack.org   
 

 
How a Hacker 
Remembers a PIN 
If you have more than a 
few bank cards, door-entry 
keycodes, or other small 
numeric passwords to 
remember, it eventually 
gets to be a hassle.   
hackaday.com   
 
 

2030: the Google World 
Ran by Google 
Larry Page, one of 
Google’s two co-founders, 
once said off-handedlythat 
Google is not about 
building a search engine. 
As he said it, “Oh, we’re 
really making an AI”. 
Google right now is all 
about building the world 
brain that will take care of 
every person, all the time 
and everywhere. By 2030, 
Google will have that 
World Brain in existence, 
and it will look after all of 
us. And that’s quite 
possibly both the best and 
worst thing that could 
happen to humanity. 
futurism.com   
 

 
Gadget   
Set in the near future, 
Gadget tells the story of a 
man jaded by the 
alienating, technology and 
virtual obsessed world he 
lives in Inspired by sci-fi 
novels (PKD), films (The 
Matrix) and TV series 
(Black Mirror).  
vimeo.com   

 
The DPRK's Creepily 
Surveillant Ullim Tablet  
The Ullim Tablet is the 
latest mobile device from 
North Korea to be 
subjected to independent 
analysis, and it takes the 
surveilling, creepy nature 
of the country’s 
notoriously surveillant   
boingboing.net   
 

 
Facebook’s Fascinating 
(and Disturbing) History 
of Secret Experiments  
Facebook has a 
tremendous amount of 
power, but doesn't always 
use that power for good. 
These experiments pushed 
the boundaries of ethics. 
makeuseof.com   
 

 
The Time has Come to 
Remove Facebook from 
your Life 
Facebook is bad for you, 
and it's past time we 
admitted it.  
mashable.com   
 

 
And Now, a Brief 
Definition of the Web 
What exactly is the web? It 
seems like a stupid 
question because we all 
know the answer: the web 
is the thing Tim Berners-
Lee invented in 1989. It's 
not the same thing as "the 
internet" ...  
theverge.com   
 

 
Toposcape 
An audiovisual piece made 
up of over four thousand 
still images pulled from 
Google Earth, individually 
edited, and then manually 
sequenced. 
vimeo.com   
 

 
The Strawberry Effect | 
System / Synthetic Cycle 
"The Strawberry Effect" 
investigates artificial 
environments of future 
and speculates about 
innovative synthetic 
materials with the help of 
bio-chemical experiments. 
vimeo.com   
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